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Collection Overview 

Repository: Old Sturbridge Village Research Library, Sturbridge, MA 
Creator: Unknown 
Title: Ephraim Cole and Lewis Smith Papers 
Dates: 1829-1893 
Extent:  one box, 0.25 linear feet 
Abstract: The collection contains legal documents; deeds, bonds, tax records, primarily from 
Chesterfield, Massachusetts and relating to Ephraim Cole and Lewis Smith.  
Location: OSV Vault, September 2018 
Language: English   
 

 
 

Biographical Sketch 
Ephraim Cole (1815-1893), son of Amaziah and Hannah, was born January 4, 1815 in Chesterfield, 
Massachusetts. He is listed as a farmer in Worthington, Massachusetts where most of his children were 
born. He married Electra Cole in 1836 and after she died in 1864, married Lucretia Clark (1826-1879) in 
1866. Ephraim and Electra are said to have nine children; Fidelia M (died at 1), George E (died at 1), 
Fidelia E, Justin (also listed as Austin), Amasa (1848-1935), Deborah, George G (died as an infant), 
Emma, and Edward. Ephraim’s uncle is Ebenezer (d. 1846) and an appointment of Sally Cole, nee 
Bemis, and widow of Warham Smith is named as administratrix. Ebenezer’s will states that his land is 
to be divided between Lewis Smith, son of his wife Sally  and his son Amaziah (Amasa) said to be in 
New York.  
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Lewis Smith (1807-1864), son of Warham and Sarah [The names Sarah and Sally are often used 
interchangeably], was born in Chester, Massachusetts. He married Rachel Cowing (daughter of 
Gathelus Jr. 1776-1848).  The 1855 census for Chesterfield lists Smith as a farmer as does the above 
line for Warham Smith who appears to be Lewis’s brother.  
 
History and Genealogy of the Families of Chesterfield Massachusetts, 1762-1962. Chesterfield: Town of Chesterfield, 1962.  
Vital Records of Chester Massachusetts to the Year 1850. Boston: New England Historic Genealogical Society, 1911. 

Vital Records of Worthington Massachusetts to the Year 1850. Boston: New England Historic Genealogical Society, 1911. 
 

 
 

Scope and Content 
The collection consists of mainly legal documents; deeds, bonds, tax bills, administrator materials. 
There are also letters and scrap papers.  
The collection is one series. Processed previously, the collection is numbered with the accession 
number plus item number. It does not appear the collection has an order, not all dates are 
chronological and not all like objects are together. The assumption is the materials were kept in the 
original order in which they came in.  Folder 7 refers to pieces of paper that have math problems on 
them, these are account scraps and do not appear to have any historical value. 

 
 

Restrictions 
This collection is open for research. Use is limited to available Library hours and staff. Copies and scans 
are done at the discretion of the library staff and condition of materials.  
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Administrative Information 
Preferred Citation 

Item, Collection Title, Collection number (accession number with extensions for box and folder 
numbers). Old Sturbridge Village Research Library, Sturbridge, Massachusetts. Date Accessed. 

 
History of the Collection 

The Ephraim Cole Papers were accessioned in 1951 then later processed, possibly in the 1990’s. The 
materials were rehoused and a finding aid created in 2018. A print out of content list was in the box, 
this is what the finding aid is based off of.  
 

 
Processing information 

Finding Aid: 
Prepared by, Amy Hietala, August 2018 

 
 

Related Collections 
OSV research Library 1966.37.3 Deed,  

Contents 
Box #  Folder # Accession #  Description 
 
    1      1  1951.33.1  Probate of the real estate of Amasah Cole,   
       Chesterfield, MA; June 11, 1828 
    1951.33.2  Deed from Sylvester Bemis to Lewis and Marcham 
       Smith for the sale of land; February 18, 1831 
    1951.33.3  Lease of one undivided half of a farm to Gathelus  
       Cowing from Lewis Smith {said farm being recently  
       purchased by Smith from Cowing} May 3, 1832 
    1951.33.4  Lease of all real estate lands and tenements owned 
       by Thomas Cole, except his dwelling house, to  
       Ephraim Cole of Chesterfield, MA; April 1, 1839  
    1951.33.5  Subscription Paper {title of reverse} containing a  
       list of names and amounts, paper has been torn  
       and is now complete; no date 
    1951.33.6  Deed to Thomas Stevens from Joseph and Betsey  
       Bemis of Chester to Thomas Stevens for the sale of  
       a yoke of oxen for $30; November 22, 1842 
    1951.33.7  Receipt for subscription to the Hampshire Gazette  
       from January 1, 1843 through January 1, 1844;  
       Received of Ephraim Cole by Edwin White, Jr.  
    1951.33.8  Deed to Horace Cole from William Jackson for the  
       sale of land in Chester; February 24, 1844 
    1951.33.9  Receipt for items sold to Lewis Smith by Joseph  
       Bemis; March 29, 1844 
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    1951.33.10  Deed to Ephraim Cole from Elijah Higgins of   
       Chesterfield for the sale of land in Worthington;  
       May 9, 1845 
    1951.33.11  Mortgage foreclosure by Lewis Smith on Betsey  
       Bemis; April 5, 1845 
    1951.33.12  Bond to Lewis Smith from Lara Rude for $58; April  
       8, 1846 
    1951.33.13  Deed to Lewis Smith from Otis and Sally Lyman for 
       sale of land in Chesterfield; April 20, 1846 
    1951.33.14  Deed to Lewis Smith from Nehemiah Shaw for sale  
       of land in Chesterfield; April 16, 1846 
  2  1951.33.15  Deed to Lewis Smith from Ephraim Patch for sale of 
       land in Chesterfield; January 5, 1846 
    1951.33.16  Deed to Lewis Smith from Lonson and Flavia  
       Leonard for sale of land in Chesterfield; January 5,  
       1846 
    1951.33.17  Deed to Lewis Smith from John and Laura Patch for  
       sale of land in Chesterfield; January 12, 1846 
    1951.33.18  Deed to Lewis Smith from Heman Patch for sale of  
       land in Chesterfield; February 19, 1846 
    1951.33.19  Deed to Lewis Smith from Alden Patch for sale of  
       land in Chesterfield; February 19, 1846 
    1951.33.20  Deed to Lewis Smith from Earl and Elmira Peirce for 
       sale of land in Chesterfield; February 20, 1846 
    1951.33.21  Deed to Lewis Smith from Thomas Rude for sale of  
       land in Chesterfield; April 19, 1846 
    1951.33.22  Appointment of Sally Cole as administratrix of the  
       estate of her husband Ebenezer Cole; May 19, 1846 
    1951.33.23  Deed to Lewis Smith from Truman Patch for sale of  
       land in Chesterfield; January 28, 1846 
    1951.33.24  Deed to Lewis Smith from George M. Leonard for  
       sale of land in Chesterfield; May 22, 1846 
    1951.33.25  Deed to Lewis Smith from Edwin Patch for sale of  
       land in Chesterfield; June 17, 1846 
    1951.33.26  Deed to Lewis Smith from John Rude for sale of  
       land in Chesterfield; September 4, 1846 
    1951.33.27  Deed to Saphronia Patch from Lewis Smith for sale  
       of land in Chesterfield; August 20, 1847 
    1951.33.28  Deed to Ephraim Cole from Isaiah Leach for sale of  
       land in Chesterfield; October 19, 1847 
  3  1951.33.29  Receipt to Ephraim Cole from William Cole for Pew  
       36 in the Methodist Church in Worthington; April  
       19, 1848 
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    1951.33.30  Deed to Lewis Smith from Phineas Wuks and  
       Saphronia Patch for sale of land in Chesterfield;  
       September 28, 1847 
    1951.33.31  Deed to Lewis Smith from William Sanderson for  
       sale of land in Chesterfield; May 30, 1848 
    1951.33.32  Bond to Samuel Wuks from Ephraim Cole for the  
       sum of $400; November 27, 1848 
    1951.33.33  Deed to Ephraim, Cole from Ephraim Burr for sale  
       of land in Chesterfield; April 15, 1848 
    1951.33.34  Mortgage Deed to Lewis Smith from Joseph Bemis  
       for sale of land in Chesterfield; June 2, 1847 
    1951.33.35  Deed to Lewis Smith from John Cole for sale of land 
       in Chesterfield; April 2, 1849 
    1951.33.36  Bond to Jonathan Drake from Ephraim Cole for the  
       sum of $400; October 13, 1850 
    1951.33.37  Receipt from Washington County Mu. Ins. Co. to  
       Ephraim Cole; May 16, 1851 
    1951.33.38  Deed to Ephraim Cole from Seth Cole for sale of a  
       cow; October 13, 1851 
    1951.33.39  Receipt to Ephraim Cole form Horace Cole for sale  
       of private property; February 27, 1852 
    1951.33.40  Deed to Horace Cole from Ephraim Cole for sale of  
       farm in Chesterfield; February 27, 1852  
    1951.33.41  Deed to Ephraim Cole from Horace Cole for sale of  
       farm in Chesterfield; February 27, 1852 
    1951.33.42  Lease of land to Ephraim Cole from Nehemiah  
       Shaw; October 4, 1852 
    1951.33.43  Receipt of Ephraim Cole, $12 for rent by Nehemiah  
       Shaw; October 4, 1852 
    1951.33.44  Bond to Ephraim Cole from William Taylor and E.  
       Ring for $500 in return for sawing of logs; February  
       4, 1853 
  4  1951.33.45  Lease of farm to Jotham Drake and Daniel Granger  
       from Ephraim Cole; February 19, 1853  
    1951.33.46  Deed to Ephraim Cole from The Building   
       Committee for slip 46 in the Methodist Church;  
       February 19, 1853 
    1951.33.47  Mortgage Deed to Ephraim Cole from Harvey  
       Adams for land in Worthington; March 2, 1853  
    1951.33.48  Letter to Ephraim Cole in regards to some   
       merchandise he ordered; August 26, 1853 
    1951.33.49  Letter to Ephraim Cole from James Pect regarding  
       his decision not to purchase Ephraim Cole’s farm;  
       December 11, 1853 
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    1951.33.50  Deed to Ephraim Cole from Samuel and Horace  
       Cole for sale of land in Chesterfield; December 23,  
       1853 ($4000) 
    1951.33.51  Mortgage Deed to Ephraim Cole from Samuel and  
       Horace Cole for land in Chesterfield; December 23,  
       1853 ($2000) 
    1951.33.52  Receipt for $32 paid by Ephraim Cole to William  
       Jackson; October 17, 1853 
    1951.33.53  Receipt for $7 paid by Ephraim Cole to W. and B.  
       Douglas; October 30, 1854 
    1951.33.54  Receipt for $2.71 paid to Ephraim Cole for   
       Assessment on Premium Note from the   
       Washington County Mutual Insurance Co.;   
       February 13, 1855 
    1951.33.55  Receipt for $25 paid by Ephraim Cole to the S.  
       Worthington Society; October 1, 1856 
    1951.33.56  Notice of administrators sale of real estate   
       belonging to the late Charles Smith of   
       Worthington; August 30, c. 1858 
    1951.33.57  Mortgage deed to T. Davis from Eli Bryant for land  
       in Chesterfield; September 4, 1854 
    1951.33.58  Deed to Ephraim Cole from William Stetson,  
       guardian of Eli Bryant for sale of land in   
       Chesterfield; April 7, 1857 
    1951.33.59  Deed to Ephraim Cole from Eli and Mary Bryant for  
       sale of land in Chesterfield; April 7, 1857 
    1951.33.60  Deed to Lewis Smith for Elisha and Harriet   
       Converse for sale of land in Worthington;   
       September 29, 1857 
    1951.33.61  Deed to Ephraim Cole from Daniel Granger for sale  
       of heifer and other animals; July 1, 1858 
    1951.33.62  Mortgage note of Personal Property to Ephraim  
       Cole from Daniel Granger for Hay, Wheat, and  
       Oats; August 17, 1858 
  5  1951.33.63  Mortgage Deed to Lewis Smith from William  
       Higgins for land in Worthington; October 4, 1858 
    1951.33.64  Lease to Lewiston Torrey for use of Cowing farm  
       owned by Ephraim Cole; February 1, 1859 
    1951.33.65  Deed to Lewis Smith from John Cole for sale of land 
       in Chesterfield; November 10, 1857 
    1951.33.66  Assignment of mortgage to Lewis Smith from  
       William Cole; April 2, 1860 
    1951.33.67  Assignment of mortgage to Lewis Smith from  
       Consider Cole; April 2, 1860 
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    1951.33.68  Agreement to Josiah Torrey from Ephraim Cole for  
       the lease and use of farm owned by Ephraim Cole;  
       April 4, 1860 
    1951.33.69  Receipt for one month’s subscription to the   
       Hampshire Gazette and Northampton Courier by  
       Ephraim Cole; February 12, 1861 
    1951.33.70/71  Mortgage Deed to Lewis Smith from Lyman Miller  
       for land in Huntington; April 9, 1861 [Deed is in two 
       pieces and was mis-numbered as two separate  
       items]  
    1951.33.72  Mortgage Deed to Lewis Smith from Billings Higgins 
       for land in Worthington; May 6, 1862 
    1951.33.73  Bond to Jotham Drake from Ephraim Cole in the  
       sum of $500; April 19, 1855 
    1951.33.74  Tax Bill for Ephraim Cole from the town of   
       Worthington; 1862 
    1951.33.75  Agreement to J.L. Torrey from Ephraim Cole for the 
       lease and use of farm owned by Ephraim Cole; May 
       1, 1862 
    1951.33.76  Receipt of $12 in state aid from the selectman of  
       Chesterfield by Scorah Adams; May 30, 1863 
    1951.33.77  Mortgage Deed to Lewis Smith from Melvin   
       Thrusher for land in Huntington and Chester; June  
       2, 1863 
    1951.33.78  Receipt to Lewis Smith for ¾ of a day’s work, 1863 
  6  1951.33.79  Notice of non-payment of services in the form of  
       housework for Lewis Smith, 1864 
    1951.33.80  Receipt for $10.59 from Ephraim Cole as   
       administrator of estate of Lewis Smith; February  
       20, 1864 
    1951.33.81  Receipt for $1.00 from Ephraim Cole as   
       administrator of estate of Lewis Smith for counsel  
       fees; February 1864 
    1951.33.82  Receipt for $1.25 from Ephraim Cole as   
       administrator of estate of Lewis Smith; March 5,  
       1864 
    1951.33.83  Receipt for $9.45 from Ephraim Cole as   
       administrator of estate of Lewis Smith; March 15,  
       1864 
    1951.33.84  Receipt for $2.00 from Ephraim Cole as   
       administrator of estate of Lewis Smith; March 23,  
       1864 
    1951.33.85  Account of Martha Thrashe, account settled March  
       23, 1864 
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    1951.33.86  Agreement between Ephraim Cole and J. Torrey for 
       the delivery of 20 three year old steers and   
       payment for their slaughter; May 1, 1864 
    1951.33.87  Receipt for $2.35 from Ephraim Cole as   
       administrator of estate of Lewis Smith; May 6,  
       1864 
    1951.33.88  Receipt/Bill estate of Lewis Smith from Dr. E. Wing  
       for six days work $3.00; May 17, 1864 
    1951.33.89  Receipt for $3.00 from Ephraim Cole as   
       administrator of estate of Lewis Smith; June 16,  
       1864 
    1951.33.90  Bill for one box of sugar 
    1951.33.91  Price list for the National Agricultural Works;  
       September 1, 1865 
    1951.33.92  Receipt of payment of Lewis Smith estate probate  
       notice printing by Trumbull & Gere; December 11,  
       1865 
    1951.33.93  List of agreed quarterly support payments for the  
       Rev. L.H. Bond; February 18, 1866 
    1951.33.94  Letter to Mr. Bradley returning guards for a   
       machine that were not the right ones and asking  
       for an exchange with the correct ones; June 17,  
       1867 
    1951.33.95  Envelope addressed to Ephraim Cole Chair of  
       Selectman of Chesterfield, MA from the National  
       Asylum 
    1951.33.96  Letter to Ephraim Cole from the National Asylum  
       for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers regarding the  
       application of one Franklin White [coordinates with 
       envelope 1951.33.95]; printed circular March 12,  
       1868/handwritten note on back April 27, 1868 
    1951.33.97  Letter replying to the National Asylum with details  
       about Franklin White’s case; May 19, 1868 
    1951.33.98  Administrators Account, First account of Ephraim  
       Cole as administrator of the estate of Lewis Smith;  
       no date 
    1951.33.99  Agreement to pay amount indicated for the   
       replacement of Josiah Torrey’s barn which burned  
       on August 4th; August 7, 1871 
    1951.33.100  Tax bill for Charles Smith of Worthington, MA for  
       $13.93; December 25, 1875 
    1951.33.101  Tax bill for Charles Smith of Worthington, MA for  
       $17.99; December 28, 1876 
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    1951.33.102  Letter to Ephraim Cole from the Court of Probate & 
       Insolvency for Hampshire County regarding the  
       estate of Charles Smith; December 17, 1877  
    1951.33.103  Tax bill for Ephraim Cole of Chesterfield, MA for  
       $50.69; July 12, 1878  
    1951.33.104  Burial Permit to Ephraim Cole for the interment at  
       Chesterfield of the body of Lucretia Cole; June 2,  
       1879 
    1951.33.105  Tax bill for Ephraim Cole of Chesterfield, MA for 
        $39.85; 1879 
    1951.33.106  Tax bill for Amasa Cole of Chesterfield, MA for  
       $2.53; 1879 
    1951.33.107  Bill to Ephraim Cole; September 20, 1832 
  7  1951.33.108  Deed to Amasa & Edward Cole from Ephraim Cole  
       for sale of land in Chesterfield, MA; February 14,  
       1891 
    1951.33.109  Administrator’s Petition filed by Amasa Cole to  
       become administrator of his father Ephraim Cole’s  
       estate; March 16, 1893 
    1951.33.110  Letter to New York Life Insurance Co. from Amasa  
       Cole notifying them of the death of Ephraim Cole;  
       March 16, 1893 
    1951.33.111  Letter to Amasa Cole from New York Life Insurance  
       Co. regarding procedure for claiming of Ephraim  
       Cole’s policy; March 24, 1893 
    1951.33.112  Letter to Amasa Cole from the Hampshire County  
       Court of Probate and Insolvency informing him that 
       his request to be administrator of Ephraim Cole’s  
       estate has not been filled out on the proper form,  
       March 30, 1893 
    1951.33.113  Letter to Amasa Cole from New York Life Insurance  
       Co. regarding a copy of his appointment as   
       administrator of the estate of Ephraim Cole; June 3, 
       1893 
    1951.33.114  Letter to Amasa Cole from Hampshire County Court 
       of Probate and Insolvency informing him that it will 
       be fifty cent for a copy of the certificate; June 8,  
       1893  
    1951.33.115  Paper with name Mary Bishop and list of amounts  
       on one side and math problems on the other 
    1951.33.116  Piece of paper listing names and account balances 
    1951.33.117  Paper with name Sarah Dill and list of amounts,  
       paid April 30, 1869 written in different handwriting 
    1951.33.118  Envelope with math problems all over it 
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    1951.33.119  Piece of paper listing names and account balances 
    1951.33.120  Piece of paper names of Charles Smith and   
       amounts 
    1951.33.121  Receipt from L. Smith to estate of T. Ring 
    1951.33.122  Two accounts marked paid 
    1951.33.123  Paper with list of names and amounts on one side  
       and math problems on the other 
    1951.33.124  Paper with name ____ Smith and list of amounts  
       on one side and math problems on the other  
    1951.33.125  Receipt Lewis Smith to E. Cleary, Dr for payment  
       for 5 visits  
    1951.33.126  Receipt for Ephraim Cole as administrator of estate 
       of Lewis Smith for $3.75 
    1951.33.127  Account of Miles L. Smith 
    1951.33.128  Paper listing height, weight, hair color, eye color,  
       date of birth [also has insurance policy number that 
       matches with Ephraim Cole’s New York Life   
       Insurance Co. policy] 
    1951.33.129  Land plot description 
    1951.33.130  Administrators Account, Second account of   
       Ephraim Cole as administrator of the estate of  
       Lewis Smith 
    1951.33.131  Listed of names and expenses on case of Mary Burk 
       vs. Ephraim Cole 
 
     
 
 
 
 


