
FAQ’s for “Boarding with the Bixbys” 

What time do we arrive and where do we go? 

Your family or group will be met at 12:00 at the Visitor Center by a costumed historian who will 

be your guide for your experience. Please park in the first bay near the Security Office. You will 

have a brief orientation and then be fitted with your 19th-century costume.  

What are the costumes like? 

Women will be dressed in a short gown and petticoat, work cap and bonnet. Men will be 

dressed in a vest, shirt, cravat, frock and hat. For fall and winter adventures, capes, mittens, 

and scarves will be provided. Guests should bring white, gray or black solid colored socks that 

go to at least the mid-calf as well as black or brown closed toes sturdy shoes. Depending on the 

time of the year, long underwear is appropriate. Men should wear khaki pants. Undergarments 

should be worn.  

What health and safety concerns should we have? 

Living for even 24 hours in the 19th century can cause exposure to some risks: cold, the sun, 

allergens (dust, wood smoke, feathers, wool, straw, animals, insects), unstable walking 

conditions, sharp or hot implements, etc. We advise that participants who may need allergy 

medication bring it along just in case. Sturdy shoes are a must.  

What if we need first aid or assistance? 

OSV has 24 hours security that can provide assistance.  

What about bathrooms? 

There are modern toilet facilities nearby. In keeping with the 19th-century experience, there 

are not showers available for participants. 

What should we bring? 

We suggest that you pack as little as possible. A toothbrush and toothpaste, needed 

medication, a camera used when the museum is closed, personal hygiene products, a flashlight, 

your cell phone, and sleeping attire.  



What shouldn’t we bring? 

Please do not wear jewelry including watches and earrings. Do not bring large amounts of 

money. Your food for both dinner in the evening as well as breakfast the next morning will be 

provided, so there is no need to bring extra food.  

What will we eat? 

As part of the Bixby “family”, you will be preparing your meals. Dinner will consist of a roast of 

beef, roasted vegetables, bread, pies, cheese, and cider. You will be firing the bake oven, using 

a tin kitchen as well as making butter and roasting and grinding coffee beans.  The details of 

exactly what will be served depend on what is available from the garden or cellar. Breakfast will 

be hash, toast, eggs, pie and coffee.  

Will we be alone? 

The costumed historian who is your primary guide will greet you as you arrive at the Visitor 

Center and remain with your group until the evening activities are concluded. The costumed 

historian will arrive back at Bixby House bright and early in the morning to start the day with 

farm chores and a hearty breakfast.  During the overnight hours, there is 24-hour security on 

site that can be easily reached in case of emergency. 

 


