
When Trustee and former Chairman of the 
Collections Committee Jane Nylander was leafing 
through a copy of The Magazine Antiques, she came 
across an advertisement for two portraits for sale at 
a New York gallery. Painted by noted decorative 
and portrait painter John Ritto Penniman (1782-
1841) in 1831, the portraits are of Hardwick, 
Massachusetts, cabinetmaker Tilly Mead (1794-
1849) and his wife, Caroline Hathaway Mead 
(1797-1849). The question then became not if the 
portraits should come to Old Sturbridge Village, 
but how and when. 

After a unanimous vote in favor of acquiring 
the portraits by the Collections Committee and 
Board of Trustees, the race was on to secure the 
portraits in time for the Annual Meeting in June. 
Supported by members of the committee as well as 
an anonymous donor and the help of other friends 

of the Village, the portraits were acquired in May 
of 2016. As Jane Nylander stated, “These portraits 
will benefit OSV in many ways, not least among 
them the contributing to the public perception that 
we are once again actively collecting significant 
early 19th-century New England objects.”

Old Sturbridge Village has a significant collection 
of late 18th and early 19th-century objects and 
portraits; however, these two portraits increase the 
collection’s depth and breadth and offer enormous 
opportunity for research and exhibition. 

The artist, John Ritto Penniman, best known for 
his decorative painting on clock faces, furniture, 
and boxes, was also an illustrator and portraitist 
in greater Boston and central Massachusetts. 
Throughout his career Penniman worked alongside 
celebrated craftsmen such as Simon and Aaron 

Celebrating the 
Village’s Platinum 

Anniversary
Hello Friends,

As family and friends 
gathered in the Brewer 
Theater over the Annual 
Meeting weekend this 
June, I was reminded of 
how much the Village 
means to so many people 
throughout New England 
and beyond. For 70 years, the Village has been 
a source of education and interpretation and a 
place to gather and experience the past. 

Not only has this year marked 70 years since our 
opening day in 1946, it has also seen a leadership 
change in our Board of Trustees. We said farewell 
to three longtime Trustees, although we have 
not let them leave forever—Dick Schulze is still 
volunteering in the Bank! New off icers of the 
Board were appointed: Chairman Bob Reeder, 
Vice Chairman Meg Pierce, and Treasurer 
Bichop Nawrot. We also welcomed members of 
the Wells family for a family reunion in honor of 
the Village’s founding. It was a special weekend 
honoring a beloved institution with family and 
friends.

It is clear that the Village has not only survived, 
but is thriving thanks to our many friends and 
supporters. I hope you enjoy this issue of The 
Village Common as it highlights just a few of 
the ways you are making a difference at Old 
Sturbridge Village. 

There is a lot still to come and I hope to see 
you at some of our many events and programs 
throughout the summer, fall and winter.

Thank you all for your time and dedication 
to Old Sturbridge Village—it does not go 
unnoticed. 

Sincerely,

Jim Donahue, President and CEO
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Photos by Carol Tupikow (left) and Julie Horrigan (right).

Caroline Hathaway Mead Painted by John Ritto 
Penniman, in Hardwick, Massachusetts, April 1831. Oil on 
board, 21 inches by 18 inches. Photos courtesy of Bernard & S. 
Dean Levy, New York.

Tilly Mead Painted by John Ritto Penniman, in Hardwick, 
Massachusetts, April 1831. Oil on board, 21 inches by 18 
inches.
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Internship Program is a 
Highlight of the Summer Months

Summer is a busy time for the Village, and the sunny months of June, July, and 
August have some of the highest numbers of visitors of the year. It is also when 
our Internship Program kicks off for the season—a program that brings the best 
high school and college interns to join staff across all departments. 

This year, interns are assisting with Museum Education, Interpretation, 
Development, Marketing, Graphic Design, Special Events, and Curatorial 
work. Not only do these interns have an amazing learning experience, but the 
Village benefits from the enthusiasm and vibrancy of gaining more than 40 new 
staff members.

OSV’s Internship Program 
truly makes the Village come 
alive. The interns working as 
interpreters bring energy to 
exhibits and life to spaces that 
often remain empty during the 
quieter times of year. Interns 
in Museum Education provide 
much needed leadership 
for our weekly Discovery 
Adventures program, and of 
course the other departments 
such as Marketing and Special 
Events can always use an extra 
set of hands to coordinate the 
busy summer season!  

The benefits of our Internship 
Program often speak for themselves.. Junior Interns return to high school as 
better public speakers and more confident communicators. Our undergraduate 
and graduate interns explore potential career f ields as teachers, museum 
professionals, and scholars, learning how to work and thrive in a professional 
museum setting. Some of our past interns have returned to the Village as staff 
members such as Derek Heidemann in Interpretation, Maryann Gubala in 
Marketing, and Thomas Escobar in Visitor Services.

 We strive to find the best and brightest high school and college students to f ill 
our internship spots. Prior to this year these internships were mostly unpaid, 
which was a significant barrier for many potential talented interns. As part of the 
Village’s commitment to education and training the next generation of museum 
professionals, summer program interns now receive a stipend in addition to 
mentoring and hands-on experiences with museum work and history. 

The support of many generous donors has made this possible. This year, two 
long-time members of the Village wanted to put their gift to use—and so they 
made an incredible $10,000 challenge match for the Internship Program. All 
donations for the interns made through September 2016 will be matched dollar-
for-dollar up to $10,000. Join these generous donors in ensuring this highlight 
of summer at OSV continues to grow. 

To support the Village’s Internship Program visit www.osv.org/
donations, call 508-347-0300, or email amcbride@osv.org

Intern working with a staff member.

Spring Events
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1. The 2016 President’s Award was presented to Nancy Coolidge, a leading advocate for 
preservation and museums in Massachusetts. Pictured are Trustee Jane Nylander, honoree 
Nancy Coolidge, and Jim Donahue, President and CEO of Old Sturbridge Village. 2. OSV 
VP of Finance Tina Krasnecky with Hank Smith, David Brune, and John Donaldson 
of Haverford Trust Company at the annual Federalist Dinner, an event celebrating major 
donors to the museum.  3. Outgoing Board Chair Dick Schulze helps Rhys Simmons, OSV 
Director of Interpretation, blow out the candles on a festive 70th birthday cake for the Village. 
Dick was honored with the naming of the Richard G. Schulze Administration Building. 
4. Retiring Trustees Donna DeCorleto and Paul Rogers were also honored at the Annual 
Meeting. Donna is pictured here with Jim Donahue.  5. Family and friends attended the re-
dedication of a memorial plaque for past president Alexander J. Wall, Sr. 6-8. Trustee Brock 
Jobe welcomed a group of Trustees and donors for a day of tours and behind-the-scenes access 
the Winterthur Museum in Wilmington, Delaware.
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Alan and Betsy Peppel and 
their family have been part 
of Old Sturbridge Village for 
more than two decades. Their 
story at the Village started 
in the 1970s when Betsy 
participated in the Old Time 
Youngster program for children 
during the summer months, 
a program that grew into the 
current Discovery Adventures. 
They were married at the 
Center Meetinghouse in 1985, 
where Betsy’s parents were also 
married years earlier. Their 
three children grew up visiting 

Village and the Village is very much a part of their family story.

Betsy’s father, Richard Hardy, served on the OSV Board of Trustees for 
many years before Betsy became a member of the Board in 2011 and served 
until 2014. She was also a member of the Overseers from 1999 to 2010, as 
well as the Chairman of the Overseers and 2009 Gala Committee. Alan 
and his company, Dexter-Russell of Southbridge, MA, have been dedicated 

corporate supporters of public events and programs at the Village for many 
years. Dexter-Russell partnered with the Village for the exhibit On the 
Cutting Edge of History: Dexter-Russell Knives in 2015, and will sponsor the 
highly popular Redcoats and Rebels this August. 

Both Alan and Betsy are active in the community as volunteers and 
philanthropists with activities ranging from serving on the board of 
Harrington Hospital, Nichols College, and the Tri-Community YMCA to 
supporting the Charlton Library capital campaign. As Alan put it, helping 
with events like the Gala is their way of “stepping up to help the Village.” 
They continually f ind ways to support organizations that are meaningful to 
them and share their love of history with others. It is obvious how much love 
they hold for their community and for Old Sturbridge Village, and what an 
incredible impact they have had on so many people. We are delighted to be 
honoring them at this year’s Gala as the 1946 Circle Honorees.

About the 1946 Circle: Established in 2010 by the Gala Committee and 
named for the year Old Sturbridge Village f irst opened, the 1946 Circle 
honors community leaders who are committed to both the Village and their 
community. Previous honorees include Michael Cimini and Angela Cheng-
Cimini (2015), Michael and Mary Ann Brockelman (2014), Ron and Kathy 
Vairo (2013), Richard and Sarah Hardy (2012), Ann Marie Argitis (2011), and 
President and CEO Jim Donahue (2010).

Our 1946 Circle Honorees: Alan and Betsy Peppel



 

On October 13, 2016, Old Sturbridge Village will present the Ken Burns 
Lifetime Achievement Award to political commentator and author Cokie 
Roberts. In her more than forty years in broadcasting, she has won 
countless awards, including three Emmys, and from 1996-2002 she and 
Sam Donaldson co-anchored the weekly ABC interview program This 
Week. Her books, including the bestsellers Founding Mothers, published in 
2004, and Ladies of Liberty in 2008, along with her recently published 
Capital Dames, about women and Washington in the Civil War—all are 
rated as New York Times bestsellers, have chronicled the history of women 
in America.

In 2008 Old Sturbridge Village honored documentary f ilmmaker Ken 
Burns for his commitment to making history accessible to the public. Since 
then, through the annual Ken Burns Lifetime Achievement Award, he and 
the Village continue to honor individuals who have made a signif icant 
contribution to the preservation of history through the arts. 

Past Honorees

2009 Laura Linney
2010  Doris Kearns 

Goodwin
2011 Sam Waterston
2012 Tom Brokaw
2013 John Williams

Shelley Cathcart, Assistant Curator, 
has been part of the Village family for 
just over a year now, originally joining 
as a Curatorial Fellow funded by a grant 
from the Americana Foundation. She 
assists with exhibit design, cataloging, 
and care of the collections. 

Interests: Shelley may keep indoors 
while at the Village, but she sure does 
not stay inside in her free time. “I love 
being outside so any excuse—in the 
summer particularly—I am outside, 
hiking a mountain or at the beach or 
lake, kayaking or sunbathing. After 
work I love to go on runs around 
Worcester and Lake Quinsigamond 
to explore my new city. I am a huge 
soccer fan and love to play as many 
pick-up games as possible.”

Hidden Talents: “I played soccer 
competitively for almost 20 years!  
While studying at LaGrange College, 
I played intercollegiate soccer and was 
very active in my sorority, Phi Mu, as 
the secretary and treasurer. I can also 
drive a standard!”

Best Professional Experience: 
Although young, Shelley’s professional 
portfolio is quite extensive. “From 
handling Louis Comfort Tiffany 
Favrile glass at The Smithsonian 
National Museum of American 
History, meeting the First Lady 
at The Blair House, perusing the 
stacks at The Library of Congress in 
Washington, D.C., and working with 
the wonderful staff at The Hunterian 
Museum and Art Gallery in Glasgow, 
Scotland, I have countless wonderful 
professional experiences and it is so 
diff icult to choose just one! However, 
I found my niche in the museum world 
at Old Sturbridge Village!”

Most Wanted Village Experience: 
The lure of interpretation is a reality 
throughout the Village with everyone 
wanting to experience the thrill of 
being in costume. “If there is ever 
a need for an extra person I would 
LOVE to slip into a dress and work 
as an interpreter one day. Since I am a 
ceramics lover at heart, I would love to 
throw a few wares on the wheel in the 
Pottery Shop.”

Proudest Career Accomplishment: 
“My proudest career accomplishment 
thus far was when Curatorial Director 
Caitlin Emery promoted me to 
Assistant Curator at the Village!”

Wish for OSV: “Speaking as a 
member of the Curatorial Department 
I know we would LOVE a new 
temperature-controlled collections 
building with more space to house all 
of our precious treasures. Of course 
I would also love for the Museum 
Collection and the Research Library 
to be available for public consumption 
online!”

Shelley Cathcart 
Assistant Curator

Save the Date:  
Ken Burns Award

2016 Ken Burns Award Winner Cokie Roberts, with her 
recently published bestseller Capital Dames.

Because events are subject to change, please confirm dates before you visit at www.osv.org.

2016 Calendar
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AUGUST

August 6 & 7 Redcoats and Rebels
August 6 Twilight Encampment
August 20 & 21 Textile Weekend

SEPTEMBER

Sept. 3 – 5 Family Fun Days (Labor Day)
Sept. 10 – 11 CRAFT: Beers + Trades
Sept. 14 Homeschool Day 
Sept. 17 OSV Gala
Sept. 17 & 18  Historic Craft Classes
Sept. 24 & 25 Apple Days 

OCTOBER

October 1 & 2 Apple Days
October 1 Friends’ Day
October 8 – 10 Dig In: Field-to-Table 
October 11 – 16,  Sleepy Hollow Experience (N)
19 – 23, 26 – 30 & 31

NOVEMBER

November 2 Homeschool Day 
November 5 Evening of Illumination (N)
November 5 & 6 Bounty: Thanksgiving
November 5 & 6 Historic Craft Classes
November 11 Veterans Day
November 12 Scout Day
November 12 & 13 Bounty: Thanksgiving
November 19 & 20 Bounty: Thanksgiving
November 24 Bounty: Thanksgiving
November 25 – 27 Winter Market

DECEMBER

December 2– 4 Christmas by Candlelight (N)
December 8 Holiday Concert
December 9 – 11 Christmas by Candlelight (N)
December 16 – 18 Christmas by Candlelight (N)
December 23 Christmas by Candlelight (N)

MEMBER ONLY PROGRAMS

Garden Time August 20
 September 17
 October 15
 November 19

Evening at the Kiln September 10

Hearthside Bounty  October 22

4th Annual Member’s Only Quilt Challenge
 October 31 – December 29

Dog Days November 5 & 6

We appreciate the generous support of our 2016 Gala Presenting Sponsor

S A T U R D A Y,  S E P T E M B E R  1 7 ,  2 0 1 6
Please visit www.osv.org or call 508-347-0210 for 

more information or to purchase tickets.

For more information or to purchase tickets visit www.osv.org, call 
508-347-0294 or email RSVP@osv.org.



Historic Orchard 
Preservation

When you think of Old Sturbridge Village exhibits 
you might imagine the iconic New England 
buildings, collections of household objects and 
furniture, farm animals, and especially our staff 
of costumed historians. However, there is another 
element to this living history museum you might not 
think about—the trees. 

The Village is home to several historic orchards 
that are cultivated with near-as-possible historically 
accurate trees and caretaking methods. These 
living collections are a crucial part of our museum 
programs and exhibits, and unfortunately they are 
susceptible to the effects of aging, deteriorating 
ground conditions, and disease, with some orchards 
now missing more than 50% of their original trees. 

Volunteer Tom Morehouse has a special love for the 
orchards and gardens, and he brought the orchards 
to the attention of an anonymous donor. Due to a 
generous $10,000 grant from that donor, the Village 
was able to hire a team from Bartlett Tree Experts 
to survey and assess damage on the various apple, 
quince, and pear trees located around the Village. 
Tom Burford and John Bunker, world-recognized 
authorities on heirloom fruit trees, donated 
their expert consulting services to our Orchard 
Preservation, for which we are extremely thankful. 
Mr. Bunker will also be returning in the fall to 
help correctly identify mismarked trees around the 
Village. 

While on site in March, Bartlett Tree Experts were 
very understanding of our specific historic needs, 
working alongside OSV Interpreters in order to teach 
them about the technique and process of pruning fruit 
trees to prevent against further damage and disease. 
Our staff is now working to incorporate the rarest 
varieties of historical trees from the Preservation 
Orchard, located outside of the public museum, into 
the Towne Orchard to gradually rebuild our living 
collection. 

From the Gardening and Farming programs to the 
Apple Cider Mill, trees and their fruit are an essential 
part of the Old Sturbridge Village experience. Thank 
you to our donor, consultants, and staff working to 
ensure we can enjoy the Village’s orchards for many 
generations to come!

MORE KUDOS …
Our corporate partners continue to 
support events and programs throughout 

the year. Thanks go to Southbridge Savings Bank 
for sponsoring Family Farm Fest again this year as 
well as to The Haverford Trust Company, C & R 
Tire Company, Dexter-Russell, Savers Bank, 
and Southbridge Credit Union for sponsoring the 
Federalist Dinner, Antique Car Rally, Redcoats and 
Rebels, Apple Days and Wool Days, and Bounty, 
respectively.

Thanks to Trustees Lisa Markham and 
Susan Collins, Overseers Nancy Wells 

Fox-Fernandez and Ginny Wagenseller, and Betsy 
Fox Fisher for steering the successful Wells Family 
Reunion and rallying the family around the event.

Willard and Thomas Seymour. For at least two 
years (1808-1810), Penniman worked in Thomas 
Seymour’s Boston Furniture Warehouse and 
collaborated with the cabinetmaker on several 
pieces of furniture including card tables, work 
tables, and case furniture. 

A cabinetmaker, Tilly Mead was born in 
Petersham, and worked in Hardwick. His 
estate inventory shows “unfinished furniture, a 
veneering plane, a turning lathe, a shop stove and 
pipe, and furniture patterns.” Caroline Hathaway 
Mead was the daughter of Captain Abraham 
Hathaway of Ranham (Raynham), Massachusetts. 

While more research needs to be done into the 
estate and work of Tilly Mead, the portraits speak 
to the importance of cabinetmaking as an industry 
in Worcester County during the early decades of 
the 19th century. From a curatorial perspective, 
the Mead portraits’ detailed backgrounds– 
particularly that of Mr. Mead—make them even 
more compelling. He is depicted with a tambour-
style desk and bookcase, possibly one of his own 

design and construction. The inclusion of the desk 
in the portrait is a bit curious—this style of desk 
would have been long out of fashion in 1831—it 
may have been made as late as 1815 or so, when 
Tilly was around twenty years old. Perhaps the 
desk was something made by Mr. Mead very early 
in his career, or towards the end of his training, 
and as such, was an object of such sentimental 
value that he chose to have it included it in his 
portrait.

We are delighted to have the portraits as part of 
the collection, and there is much to learn about 
cabinetmaking in Central Massachusetts. This 
significant acquisition was made with the support 
of Trustees and donors who made gifts in addition 
to their Annual Fund contribution. They are 
ensuring that the Village can both actively collect 
material relating to what we show in our buildings 
and farms, and do so without jeopardizing the 
health of the institution. 

Thank you to all who supported and facilitated 
this important acquisition.

Donors Rally... Continued from page 1

Since the Wells brothers f irst imagined founding 
a museum and the doors opened in 1946, the 
Wells family has been linked with Old Sturbridge 
Village. Always displaying their love of history 
and admiration for the Village, many generations 
of Wells family members have been involved 
in helping Old Sturbridge Village grow, from 
serving as Trustees and Overseers to volunteering 
in the museum. 

This year, on the occasion of the 70th anniversary, 
Trustee Lisa Wells Markham thought it f itting 
to hold a family reunion to celebrate the Village 
and acquaint a new generation with a beloved 
place. More than fifty members attended with 
ages ranging from 8 to 95. For many this was 
a reminder of the Village’s allure; for others, a 
captivating introduction. 

The weekend was f illed with activities and 
meetings, including crafts and a family dinner.  
Despite the rain the Wells family members 
always had smiles on their faces. Working with 
interpretive staff to make brooms, iron hooks, tin 
ornaments, and penny rugs was a highlight of the 
afternoon along with a trip to Southbridge and 
the American Optical Museum. 

As Robin Liguori wrote later, “Words can’t 
express what a happy occasion it was. Reuniting 
with those family members from all over was pure 
joy. And OSV itself ! I spent the better part of two 
days exploring the Village and I still didn’t see 
everything. I would need a good week. I wanted 
to read everything and linger.” 

The Village brought joy to a family that has 
diligently served the museum since it was a small 
collection in the home of A.B. Wells. Their 
excitement and dedication is indicative of how 
well the Village has lived up to the expectations 
set by Albert, Cheney, and Channing Wells more 
than 70 years ago. Throughout the weekend many 
of the family expressed an interest in taking on a 
more active role here at OSV—and we could not 
be more honored. 

They would like to extend many thanks for the 
hospitality and warm welcome they received from 
our Trustees, Overseers, donors, and staff. 

To the Wells family, we look forward to the 
continued success of the Village and hope to see 
you again soon! 

One of Old Sturbridge Village’s many historic orchards, 
the Towne Orchard sits at the top of the Village Common.

A Legacy of Giving 
The Wells  Family  Reunion
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1. Members of the Wells family gathered from across the country to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the Village. 2-4. The 
Wells family members enjoyed exploring the Village, and got the chance to make some hands-on crafts such as brooms and 
iron hangers with OSV staff.


